
 

 

August 14, 2015 
 
 
Lee’s Summit Missouri, Codes Administration 
Attn: Joe Frogge 
220 SE Green Street 
Lee’s Summit, Missouri 64063 
 
 
Permit No: PRCOM20141214 
Project Title: ABUNDANT LIFE BAPTIST CHURCH AUDITORIUM AND EDUCATION FACILITIES 
Project Address: 1302 SW JEFFERSON ST, LEES SUMMIT, MO 640811304 SW JEFFERSON ST, LEES 

SUMMIT, MO 640811306 SW JEFFERSON ST, LEES SUMMIT, MO 640811308 SW 
JEFFERSON ST, LEES SUMMIT, MO 64081302 SW PERSELS RD, LEES SUMMIT, 
MO 64081320 SW PERSELS RD, LEES SUMMIT, MO 64081304 SW PERSELS RD, 
LEES SUMMIT, MO 64081 

Parcel Number:  6144009250000000061440093201000000614400932020000006144009240000 0000 
614400943000000006144009440000000061440092100000000 

Location:  CLEARVIEW ACRES RES LOT 2 
Type of Work:  NEW COMMERCIAL 
Occupancy Group:  ASSEMBLY FOR WORSHIP, RECREATION OR AMUSEMENT 
Description:  AUDITORIUM AND EDUCATION FACILITIES FOR CHURCH Mike Weisenborn 

05/22/2014 11:19 
AM - WATER SERVICE AND BUILDING SEWER INSPECTIONS PERFORMED BY 
PUBLIC WORKS 

 
Dear Joe, 
 
Please accept this Code Determination Request letter regarding the catwalk head height/obstruction 
conversation we recently conducted at in your office. 
 
As you are aware, we have several locations in the catwalk area of the main Auditorium that have 
“obstructions” as low as 5’-2” above the catwalk walking surface. We are formally requesting your 
determination as it relates to code conformance of these conditions. 
 
We submit that the language in the attached document (which include excerpts from the 2006 IBC and the 
2012 International Building Code Commentary) demonstrate the following: 
 

 2006 IBC, Section 410.3.2 Galleries, gridirons, catwalks and pinrails…”These areas shall not be 
considered to be floors, stories, mezzanines or levels applying to this code.” The building code 
measures head height obstructions from floors. Therefore, we understand if the catwalk level is not 
considered a floor, there can be no head height obstruction. 

 2006 IBC, Section 1015.6.1 Gallery, gridiron and catwalk means of egress…this 
section appears to describe requirements and exceptions for means of egress 
“from” lighting and access catwalks. We are unable to find means of egress 
requirements in the code that apply to the catwalks themselves. Therefore, we 
understand that catwalks are not part of a means of egress and are not subject to 
the code requirements of a means of egress described in other sections of the 
code. 

 2012 International Building Code Commentary, Section 410.6.3.5…this section 
treats technical production areas not serving the public differently than paths of 
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egress travel serving public areas. We consider the catwalks to be technical production areas not 
open to the public that will be used by church staff for occasional maintenance and lighting 
adjustment. This section goes on to describe acceptable reductions in requirements for paths of 
egress travel in technical production areas but excludes any reference to head height/obstruction 
requirements. We submit that this section offers further evidence that the head height/obstruction 
requirements outlined in other sections of the code do not apply to catwalk areas. 

 
We intend to provide padding for all components within 6’-8” above catwalk walking surfaces as an added 
measure of safety. The church will also provide safety instruction for all staff accessing the catwalk area to 
ensure they are well aware of the environmental conditions they will encounter in catwalk areas. 
 
Thanks again for your help with this project. We look forward to your response. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Skyler Phelps, AIA 
Vice President 
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